Voyage Report

Fred Olsen Lines

Black Watch - w1012 - Secrets of Spain
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FRIDAY - JULY 30, 2010

| had only booked one cruise for 2010 which |
undertook during my Easter holidays. | had not
planned anything for the summer, but a very attractive
special offer caught my eye at the beginning of June.
Here was a chance to sail to Gibraltar, somewhere |
wanted to visit for many years. The offer fare was only
£679 per person and that was for a superior outside
cabin. Obviously an offer over the original advertised
price that was not to be missed. (Just check how much
an overnight sailing on an Irish Sea ferry with car and
cabin can cost!)

| booked through Go Cruise agent Peter Corrin, who |
have used for my previous cruises. In this day and age
whilst it may be convenient to do things online - with a
cruise it is nice to have someone human to deal with
as various options can be explored before one commits
to a booking.

With the booking being made early June and
departure late July there wasn't the usual long wait. As
with my trip to Southampton at Easter | decided to

drive direct to the ship, rather than travel down the

previous evening.

To ensure a swift and easy drive | left ho me at 05:20
and had arrived in Southampton well before 10:00
after an effortless run down.
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BLACK WATCH was at berth 101 - City Cruise
Terminal. At Ocean Terminal was Carnival Corporation
P&O division's ORIANA (69,153grt) at Queen Elizabeth
I Terminal was the Trinity House light tender THV
PATRICIA (2,639 grt) on berth 41 the 1991 built car
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- email: irishseashipping@btinternet.com

carrier COURAGE(52,288grt) - unusually for such
vessels registered in the USA at Wilmington

As | had arrived rather early | decided to park for a
while in Mayflower Park. For those unfamiliar with
Southampton this is a delightful location adjacent to
the "Red Funnel" terminal where one can sit in one's
car and observe the passing shipping scene.

Unfortunately since my last visit to Southampton in
April 2010, construction of a marina has been
underway on the waterfront at Mayflower Park work
appeared to be nearing completion.

Whilst no yachts have yet arrived and it is clear that
this new marina on the Southampton waterfront will
make unobstructed photography of vessels from this
location difficult.

Whilst parked up the containership APL POLAND
(86,892 grt) of MOL Europe-Orient Shipping passed
outbound at 10:35. Some time later at 11:46 Orient of

Overseas Container Line's OOCL SCHENZENS89,097

grt) passed in bound.

Opposite, across the River Testat Marchwood the ro-
ro ANVIL POINT (23,235grt) operated by
Foreland/Weir Shipping on behalf of the Ministry of
Defence could be seen loading cargo onto her weather
deck by crane.

At around 12:30 | drove the short distance to City
Cruise Terminal dropped my bags off and handed the
car over to the ABP parking staff.

Parking is very well organised, one off loads cases
hand over your key and the car is whisked away by
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ABP Southampton gaff. | was advised on handing over
the car that it would be waiting for me at the Queen
Elizabeth 1l terminal on return to where t he BLACK
WATCH was due to berth

Though it was indicated on the tickets passengers
should not arrive before 13:30 check-in was open
when | arrived at 12:30. The check-in process was
swift and after a wait in the departure lounge boarding
commenced around 14:00. One advantage of arriving
early is that one gets to board early. On entering the
waiting area | was greeted by one of the ship's
photographers. The same lady had been on board in
April and was the first of several crew to recognise me
and welcome me back on board that afternoon and
during the cruise.

Boarding was via the elevated gangway onto deck 5,
my cabin on this trip 5062 was just a quick turn off the
gangway and | was there - probably the most
convenient cabin on the ship to the gangway on this
occasion.

On my previous BLACK WATCH trips | had booked a
junior suite (7032), however, as this book ing was last
minute - as a result of a special last minute offer | had
traded down to a superior outside cabin.

Whilst not having the trimmings of the junior suite
such as fridge, fruit basket and mini -bar the superior
outside cabin was still very comfortable, and still a
good size. The superior outside cabins, as with the
junior suites have picture windows, unlike the standard
cabins on decks 3 and 4. However, unlike the junior
suites there is no promenade deck outside or lifeboat
davit and other clutter t hus the view is completely
unobstructed.

Lifeboat drill was a little late at 15:45, rather than

scheduled 15:30 but unlike my previous trip in April
2010, it was concluded well before the ship let go.
Ropes were off on time at 16:30. As usual | made my
way up to the Observatory on deck 9 which offers
panoramic views and easy access to the open deck
just above.

As BLACK WATCHmoved off the Grimaldi Lines car
carrier GRANDE ROMA(44,408grt) passed inbound
assisted by Svitzer Tugs. This was followed by small
container vessel PAGOLA7,545qrt) .

As BLACK WATCH moved off shgpassed Red Funnel's
RED EAGLE loading a the Red Funnel Terminalwhilst
port tender ONYX MARINER passed inbound.

At Ocean Terminal (berth 46/47) ORIANA was
preparing for departure on a 16 day cruise to the
Mediterranean.

On the east side of Ocean Dock was a Svitzer tug and
just departing from the same dock was Whittaker's
oiler JAYNEE W. REDJET 5 passed inbound from West
Cowes. Preserved former Red Funnel tugtender
CALSHOT was on her usual berth, whilst car carrier
COURAGE remained on berth 41.

At the ro-ro terminal (berths 30/33) lay the UECC car
carrier AUTOBAY (19,094grt) loading new BMW Minis
for export. Ahead of AUTOBAY was Wilhelmsen Lines
car carrier TEXAS (66,635grt), alongside lay
Whittaker's WHITONIA delivering bunkers.
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In front of Southampton VTS Control at berth 37
Svitzer tugs SVITZER SUSSEX, $VZER SARAH and
SVITZER MADELBE rested.

As BLACK WATCH saileddown the Solent an errant
inbound motor cruiser appeared to be heading directly
towards the ship. A long blast on the ship's whistle
sent the cruiser scurrying off down the starboard side
its two occupants waving cheerfully despite obviously
not having kept a good look out!

The presence of a film crew on board BLACK WATCH
was also noted. They were making a promotional

video and taking photographs for Fred Olsen Lines and

could be seen at various locations around the ship

during the next few days.

When they gathered in the Observatory on several
occasions the film crew were not noted to be of a

particularly quiet disposition and from conversations
overheard they appear to have done similar work for
Orient Express, they spent some time discussing shots
for formal night repeating a shoot they had used for

an Orient Express video which had worked well.

Passing The Solent Refits Yard on the west bank of the
River Test the former Wightlink ST.CATHERINE(2,036
grt) could be seen sporting a fresh new Dalcomar
livery and new name GB CONTE. She was to depart on
July 31 for the lengthy voyage to her new home at
Sardegna.

Fawley oil terminal was fairly quiet with only three

tankers present. LPG tanker KESWICK (7,884qrt),

STOLT KESTREL (3,853grtf) and CHANTACO
(11,793¢grt) were at rest on the main berths  with

@stensjg Rederi tugs gathered at their usual berth at

the southern end of the Fawley terminal.

By now ORIANA had departed from Ocean Terminal
and was following BLACK WATCH a good distance
astern.

As BLACK WATCH had reached Calshot Spit light float
it appeared that we were about to head west bound
down the Solent. However, after passing west of West
Cowes BLACK WATCH performed a sudden U turn and
headed eastbound as she had done on my two
previous sailings.

This manoeuvre had allowed ORIANA to further close
the distance between the two ships and she did
actually pass not far beyond the Nab Tower from the
vicinity of where | presume the pilots had been
dropped. - By now | was in dinner (first sitting) and
was forced to watch ORIANA speed past quite close
This would have made a rather splendid photo
opportunity. However, for the sake of my other dining
companions | resisted the temptation to rush outside
with the cameral

I generally choose dinner sittings based on departure
times on a cruise by cruise basis. As all the departures
on this trip were likely to be mid to late afternoon an
early sitting had appeared the most appropriate - but
obviously | hadn't reckoned on this missed photo
opportunity wit h the ORIANA.

Our dining companions were two very  sprightly
octogenarians. First time cruisers Rose and Peter
whose only other lengthy voyage had been a trip to
Bilbao on a PRIDE OF BILBAO minicruise who
provided good company at dinner and on occasions up
in the Observatory.

Peraps it is a sign that with several previous Fred
Olsen Line cruises now under my belt | know
something of the pattern of menus that go with each
evening.

The menus in front of us for this first night looked like
the ones for "Wild West Night". When our waiter,
Mountri, came for the order he got into a bit of a flap
when he discovered all four people at the table had
the wrong menu and scurried off to get the right ones!

Despite the wrong menu the food which turned up
was good as usual After dinner it was time to return
to the Observatory for the evening. Though there was
little in the way of shipping nearby to observe.

Having been up rather early that morning it was time
for an early night especially that the clocks were going
forward that evening to Central European Time. On
retiring at 21:15 the GPS showed BLACK WATCH to be
21 nautical miles south of Swanage, Dorset.

Day 1 - July 30 - Southampton

Weather: Wind force 0-1; cloudy sky with sunshine.
Calm water in harbour. Air temperature max 21° C /
70°F.
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SATURDAY - JULY 31, 2010

Awoke around 08:00 CET after an excellent night's
sleep. GFS revealed a position around 39nm north
west of Ouessant making a speed of speed 18 knots.
The weather was dry but overcast.

As Saturday was to be a "sea day" | had decided to
order a cabin service continental breakfast. Quite often
on sea days unlike port days the restaurant gets quite
busy as everyone is on board. Unlike in most hotels,
there is no extra charge for these breakfasts. All one
does is place the order form on the cabin door handle
before 02:00 and the breakfast tray is delivered at the
requested time between 07:00 and 10:00.

Looking astern a VLCC andcar carrier could be off the
port stern quarter and a small general cargo ship and
bulker on the port side. Unfortunately, it was not
possible to identify any of these vessels. In the vicinity
of Ushant (Ouessant) ships operate through a traffic
separation scheme.

At 10:00 | decided to go to the Port Talk on La Corufia
and Gibraltar. | already knew about the La Corufia but
wished to see what was said about Gibraltar. | don't

know what is its about port talks - they appear to be

somewhat flat, and often composed of images
harvested from the internet - at least Google and Flikr
are credited as sources but it is unlikely that these are

the images actual creators and owners.

However, credit where credit is due, the lady from the
tours department giving the talk d id advise passengers
to check the so called duty free prices particularly on
electrical and luxury goods at Gibraltar as they may
not prove to be quite such a bargain.

At the conclusion of the Port Talk | made my way  up
on deck and decided to spend some time on the
Marquee Deck at the stern as it was still quiet. Many of
the passengers had remained in the Neptune Lounge

for a talk by Celebrity lecturer Jim Bowen on the
subject of the TV series "Bullseye".

| made my way up on deck in time to photograp h bulk
carrier MOHAVE MAIDEN (28,074grt) heading
southbound owned by the Lancaster Maritime
Corporation of Scarsdale, USA.

At 11:00 we passed the Seatramar general cargo ship
SPAVALDA (9,286grt) was overtaken starboard
heading south. We were to catch her up and pass her
again on Monday evening.

At noon we were 89.52nm west of Penmarch, Brittany
making a speed of 20k. The cloud had by now started
to break and the sun appeared.

The captain reported that we had now covered 370
miles from Southampton with 270 remaining to La
Corufia.
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At 12:17 the large bulker MONA RIVER (85,888grt)
passed northbound on the starboard side. She is
operated by Schulte Ship Management of India.

Just under and hour later the Carnival P&O Division's
ARCADIA (83,781grt) passed northbound on the port
side. She was followed by an unidentified K Line car
carrier and astern of that was an unidentified offshore
support vessel.

| decided to have a late lunch and headed down to the
Glentanar Restaurant at around 13:35. On my previous
BLACK WATCH cruises one lunchtime has been
designated "Pancake Day. A pancake station is set up
in the centre of the restaurant and a delicious selection
of pancakes and waffles is offered for desert with a
variety of sauces and toppings.

By now the Marquee Deck at the stern had filled up
and it was time to head up to the Observatory to g et
away from the crowds.

Two cargo ships the NICOLAS DELMAS (26,061grt) of
Morocaine de Navigation and MEXICAN BAY
(10,203grt) of Triton Schiffarts GMBH passed close
together northbound on the starboard side.

At 16:30 BLACK WATCH had slowed up a little and was
running at 16k, 192nm NNE of La Corufia.

Around this time | headed off back to the cabin to
prepare for the Captain's welcome cocktail party.

As usual it was time for photos with Captain Torbjgrn
Lund, now three in my collection!

After the photo session Captain Lund gave a short talk
with information about Fred Olsen Line's history, the
history of the ship. He also commented that an
investment in a good holiday is better than buying
material goods as the memory of a good holiday never
fades, but material goods can break, be lost or stolen.
Though | have heard him express these sentiments
twice before they are given with sincerity and make a
very valid point.

The captain also presented the senior officers and ship
management. On this trip he revealed that the sailing
was totally sold out with not one spare berth - 906 on
board. There were 332 crew from 17 countries.

Captain Lund also pointed out that whilst the crew
resembled the United Nations the world would be a
much better place if the so called United Nations got
on as well with one another as the crew on BLACK
WATCH do!

After dinner it was time to head up to the Observatory
again for the rest of the evening though there was
little in the way of shipping to be seen.

At 21:40 BLACK WATCH was in a position 110nm NNE
of La Corufia making 14k - it was clear that with the
reduction in speed we were now ahead of schedule.

Day 2 - July 31 - At Sea
Weather: Wind force 4; cloudy sky. Moderate sea. Air
temperature max 19°C / 66°F.

SUNDAY - AUGUST 01, 2010

| was up early on Sunday morning to ensure | was on
deck before the arrival of the pilot boat. With
advancing the clocks to Central European Time early
on July 31, it was still quite dark with just a hint of
dawn.

The pilot vessel was alongside and the pilot on the
ladder at 06:30 right on schedule.

As we approached the berth it became apparent that

unlike on my previous visit to La Corufia in April 2010,
the port was somewhat quiet and few ships were to be

seen. Berthed at Muelle De C. Sotello was the Estonian
owned and St. Vincent registered VIRTUS looking
somewhat the worse for wear and probably detaine d.
Checking the ship out on the Equasis register revealed
the ship to be in "casualty or repairing" .
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The first ropes were ashore at the Muelle de
Transatlanticos, the cruise ship berth, at 07:02 and
fully secure by 07:10. At 07:22 the gangway was
secure and the customs and immigration authorities
were able to board to complete formalities. The ship
was cleared for landing of passengers 07:45. With a
mid afternoon departure the excursion coaches had
arrived on the quayside and the passengers on the
booked excursions were away. It was time to head off
for breakfast, this time in the restaurant , as it was
anticipated that with quite a few people ashore already
the restaurant would be less busy.

On my previous visit to La Corufiain April | had hoped
to travel on the coastal electric tramway that runs
from near the harb our, around the coast road passing
the historic Tower of Hercules lighthouse around the
headland to Riazor a distance of around 5km.
However, the tram route is like an elongated
horseshoe This means that the Riazor terminal is only
around 1km from the cruise berth.

My plan for a tramway trip on my first visit was
frustrated as the online timetable did not make it clear
that the service only operated out of season at
weekends.

| walked around the harbour to the Parrote terminal
about 5 minutes walk.

| paused for a while to photograph the small bright
orange inbound freighter AERANDIR owned by
Aerandir Shipping and operated by Wagenbourg
Shipping.

The timetable posted at the tram terminal revealed
that the tramcar service would be running that day but
the first car from both terminals was 12:00. The time

was now just after 10:00 .

| decided that a good way to see the tramway in detail
was to walk its length one way and return on the tram
- the walk | estimated would take around two hours
allowing for photo stops.

The coastal walk is very pleasant offering good views
out into San Amaro Bay, but apart from small craft it
was clear there were no sizeable ships en-route to the
port.

The tramway begins at Parrote with a single track
terminal section but later assumes a double track
formation, one line on each side of the dual
carriageway road.

For much of the route around the headland the
tramway boats some very over-engineered heritage
style traction poles which are painted bright orange.
Set into the poles are small pictures featuring the
trams and other local buildings and scenes.

By around 11:00 | had reached the impressive Tower
of Hercules the still operational lighthouse dating from
Roman Times This is an impressive structure. |
declined the temptation to walk up to it as that would
mean | would not make the Riazor terminal for 12:00.

On the main road at this point is the now closed
Provincial Prison. By 11:10 | had reached the tramway
depot. | thought by this time with less than an hour to
go before the start of the service there would be some
sign of activity. There wasn't.

The modern depot surrounded by a high fence and
electric gate was locked up tight. | was now beginning
to wonder if the tramway would actually operate. A
little further along the line some work was being done
by a tower wagon servicing the overhead lines - would
the tramway operate? | still wondered.

Perhaps | should visit the Tower or Hercules instead?
No | decided to carry on.

As | reached the western side of the headland the
number of Sunday morning promenaders had
increased. It had been quiet when | set off.

It was soon became apparent why so many people
were out on the Orzan side of headland. There
appeared to be a lot of rowing boats in the bay
resembling. At a distance these boats resembled
Cornish and Scillonian pilot ggs. A little further along
some TV outside broadcast vans were passed- and a
small helicopter buzzed around the bay obviously
doing some filming. Obviously a major rowing regatta
was in progress.

| also noted that this end of the tramway had entered

what could be described as the "Blackpool" part of La
Corufia. Things were becoming distinctly busy. The
ornate tramway traction poles were now standard
modern lightweight ones to be found on most modern
tramways. The track had also taken to the beach side
of the road and become single track with passing
loops.
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| reached far end of line at Riazor by 11:52 - no sign
of the first car due 12:00. But an elderly chap was
sitting in shelter. On the beach adjacent some large
and noisy sound stage appeared to be warming up for
a pop concert of some description on Playa de Riazor.

| looked back across the bay, rather like one peers
across Douglas Bay with the binoculars, to see if the
tram was coming. Yes it was though a little late . By
the time | turned around there was quite a queue at
the shelter and decided | had better join it . The tram
duly arrived and whilst | was the penultimate
passerger to board | was able to secure the seat
behind the driver a good vantage point to view the
return journey.

w

A fl at fare i s 0 (leertmmcardl
boarded - 101 - though painted blue is a former Lisbon
car. The controllers and much of the electrical
equipment are traditional British made English Electric
and Dick, Kerr and Company dating from the early to
mid 20th Century.

The 12:00 tram departed somewhat late at 12:10 and
trundled along the promenade single track passing
yellow car 32 at the point where single track becomes
double.

of

Car 32 is a replica of one of the original La Corufia
trams. | arrived back at Parrote terminal at 12:38
where | waited around to photograph the next two

arrivals and departures.

The La Corufa tramway was built and is operated by
the local bus company. Opening to the public in 1997
it is primarily aimed at tourists . The original La Corufia
tramway system closed in 1962.

After the tram trip | was back on board to sample the
excellent fish and chips being served in the open air
Marquee Bar on deck 9 aft.

At 15:25 BLACK WATCHsingled up and at 15:28 the
captain ordered the lines be let go. The Captain and
pilot were on the starboard bridge along with the first
officer who took BLACK WATCH out of port completing
a very slow turn in the confined space available. Our
departure attracted quite a few spectators.

We had 703nm miles to sail to our next port of call -
Gibraltar. As BLACK WATCH departed it wasioted that
another ship the chemical oil products tanker MAR ISA
(3,408grt) owned by Tail Wind Parcel Tankers of
Madrid was at the oil berth. The pilot boat retrieved
the pilot at 15:49.

With no prospect of anymore ships to photograph |
decided to avail myself of one of the historical lectures
being offered on this trip by Dr. lan Stone a retired

lecturer from the University of Canterbury down in the
Nepiyng founge

There was to be a programme of three historical
lectures on explorers who set sail from the Iberian
peninsular. The first was "The Admiral of the Seas-
The Life and Times of Christopher Columbus". It was a
good lecture illustrated with slides from an engaging
speaker - but unfortunately only attended by around

20 people. However, about 5 minutes before he
concluded large numbers of passengers were drifting
into the lounge and on conclusion the hoards poured
in as | left. Obviously the next event - Bingo - was
going to be more popular than Dr. Stone!

Sunday evening dinner proved interesting, not just
because it was Wild West night with the restaurant
crew dressed in cowboy outfits a new piece of
equipment made an appearance outside of the
Glentanar Restaurart - a self service hand sanitizer.

Anyone who has travelled with Fred. Olsen will be
aware of how particular the company is about
cleanliness and preventing the spread of on onboard
bugs. One or two crew have stood at the restaurant
entrances spraying hands as people entered. The
same is done when boarding the ship after being
ashore.
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This evening a choice was being offered - personal
service or use the new machine.

After dinner as | left the restaurant the captain was
looking at the new device with the restaurant manager
and was heard to say "they have them on all the large
ships" - obviously the device was new to the maitre d'!

BLACK WATCH sailed along the north coast of Spain
and by 19:50 some 68nm west of La Corufia and
someway off Cape Finisterre commenced a gradual
turn to port for our journey south.

At around 21:30 a northbound container ship was
observed followed by a large crude tanker

By 21:40 BLACK WATCH was 37.69nm west of
Finisterre, finally catching up with an unidentified

southbound crude tanker which had been visible for

some time.

Day 3 - August 01 - La Corufia , Spain

Weather: Wind force 2; cloudy sky with sunshine.
Calm water in harbour. Air temperature max 20°C /
68°F.

Distance travelled from Southampton: 599nm

MONDAY - AUGUST 02, 2010

With another sea day in prospect as we headed south
to Gibraltar | decided to have a bit of a lie in but for

some reason woke up earlier than expected. Thus |
was out and about in time to see the swimming pools
being prepared for the day and a crewman checking
the water quality with an electronic monitoring device.

At 09:00 BLACK WATCH was at a position 35nm west
of Peniche, Portugal. There was a stiff breeze astern
blowing around force 6 and a following sea with quite
a few "white horses" however, with the wind behind
and the sun shining it was a very pleasant morning. |
decided to take up position on the aft part of the
Marquee Deck- deck 9.

At 10:05 we passed the tanker SEATRANSPORT
(57,529grt) heading southbound operated by the
Valles Steamship Company of Canada.

The Scandi Navigation ship SKOGALAND (16,740grt}
Swedish general cargo heading southbound was
overtaken on the port side at 10:10. She was carryi ng
a large amount of deck cargo under canvas.

A couple of minutes later we overtook to starboard the
well ladened diminutive cargo ship FEHN CARTEGENA
(1,372 grt) operated by Fehn Bereederungs GMBH &
CO KG of Germany. She appeared to be making quite
heavy weather in the prevailing sea conditions.

At 11:00 the GPS revealed a position approximately
45nm west of Lisbon.

By now the crew were preparing the Marquee Bar for
service of lunch. This servery is used in good weather
and serves traditional British stodgy food including
excellent fish and chips, plus more healthier salad
options.

In the Captain's mid day report he announced that
BLACK WATCH was had completed 378nm since
leaving La Corufia and had another 321 miles to sail to
Gibraltar.

At 13:28 we overtook on the starboard side some
distance away a large Stolt tanker - but unfortunately
it was just too far away to identify

At 14:00 another member of the Fehn Bereederungs
fleet FHEN CALAIS (1,675grt) was overtaken on the

port side, followed shortly after by VALENTIN PIKUL
(2,2649rt) a Belgian general cargo ship operated by

Inok NV.

Monday was to be the first of two days when
Traditional "Silver Service" Afternoon Tea was being
offered in the Observatory. This is a premium service
for which a supplement of £5.95 is payable. The crew
also dress appropriately for the occasion.

Introduced on Fred Olsen ships early in 2010 it has
stirred passions on a number of on-line discussion
forums both for and against the concept. Some cruise
passengers see a premium dternoon tea as an
undermining of the all inclusive ideal of a cruise.

Personally | see the enhanced afternoon tea as a bit of
a treat above and beyond the usual afternoon tea free
for all offered elsewhere on board - something | avoid
and refer to as "bun time".

For one's £5.95 one can choose a pot of speciality tea
from the Taylor's of Harrogate range. A delicious
selection of finger sandwiches, pastries and scones are
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offered along with jam and cream. For an additional
charge a glass of sherry or champagne is available.
These are regularly topped up! It is very easy to forget
dinner is not that long away if one is on first sitting.

The afternoon tea proved to be very popular with a
number of people booking for the repeat performance
on April 04.

Fortunately on Monday there was an Indian Theme
evening in the self service Braemar Garden Cafe and it
was possible to change to the later 20:30 sitting for

this hence better spacing out the dining experiences!

After passing the VALENTIN PIKUL some time passed
before BLACK WATCH came close to another ship.

At 16:45 we caught up with and passed the bulk

carrier MOHAVE MAIDEN which had been passed
previously on Saturday morning, exactly half an hour

later we caught up with the SPAVALOVA also
previously passed on Saturday

At 18:00 BLACK WATCH was 20nm south west ofCabo
de Sao Vincentbetter known as Cape St. Vincent. This
area was the position of the famous naval battle and
British victory in 1797 when the outnumbered Royal
Navy fleet commanded by Admiral Jervis engaged the
much larger Spanish fleet commanded by Admiral
Cordédba.

At 18:30 the Iranian Shipping Lines general cargo ship
GABION (15,670grt) was overtaken on the starboard
side.

A quarter of an hour later we Canadian Feeder Lines
CFL PATRON (4,106grt) was passed.

As | commented on above | had decided to dine later
in the Braemar Garden Cafe and sample the Indian
Evening. | had not taken the opportunity in April and
had regretted later when | heard other passengers
commenting on just how good it was.

There was an excellent selection of Indian dishes on
offer and the cafe area had been decorated with
Indian ornaments and flags. | think | sampled most of
the offerings and can conclude it was excellent.

Day 4 - August02 - At Sea
Weather: Wind force 6; light clouds sky and sunshine.
very rough sea. Air temperature max 25°C / 77°F.

TUESDAY - AUGUST 03, 2010

| decided to ensure | was awake early on Tuesday for
the passage through the Straits of Gibraltar - the most
southerly location | have ever travelled to. For the best
vantage point | positioned myself on deck 10 forward
above the Observatory. It was still dark at 06:00 but

there was just a very faint trace of dawn in the eastern
sky.

My research before this trip revealed that Royal
Caribbean Cruise Lines INEPENDENCE OF THE SEAS
(154,407grt) was also due into Gibraltar on Tuesday
however, her arrival was shown on the port list as
being 09:00. BLACK WATCH was scheduled to arrive at
the Gibraltar Cruise terminal at 08:30 ahead of the
enormous ship.

The outline of the Rock of Gibraltar was visible as
Algeciras was passed at 06:40. However, looking
astern around 06:45 one could see, about one mile
away and, lit up like a Christmas tree the imposing
bulk of the INDEPENDENCE OF THE SEAS. She was
gaining rapidly and it was clear she was going to pass
and arrive before us.

Switching on the radio to listen to the ¢ ommunications
traffic with port control it became clear that an
ambulance had been requested on the quayside and
there was a medical emergency on board - obviously
the reason for her earlier than planned arrival. By
07:10 dawn was breaking with a golden gl ow.

Sailing into Gibraltar is a fantastic experience for any
observer of the maritime scene. There is just too much
to see and photograph!

Perhaps appropriately the first vessel to be seen and
photographed at 07:12 was the former GALLOWAY
PRINCESS of Sdink British Ferries and later STENA
GALLOWAY now LE RIF (12,175grt) IMTC - the
International Maritime Corporation of Casablanca,
Morocco.
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A few minutes later another former vessel that saw
some service on the Irish Sea followed behind
outbound for the Moroccan coast - Sea Containers
DIAMANT now JAUME Il sailing for Balearia.

The BLACK WATCH pilotwas on the ladder at 07:26
boarding from PV EUROPA.

The lighthouse at Europa Point - the most southerly
Trinity House lighthouse could be clearly seen partially
silhouetted against the golden dawn.

At 07:32 another former Irish Sea Sealink - Stena
vessel came into view IBN BATOUTA of Comanav of
Tangier (ex ST. CHRISOPHER / STENA ANTRIM)f
Sealink British Ferries and later Stena Line again
heading south.

At anchor off Gibraltar many ships were to be seen
either at anchor or taking bunkers to give a flavour |
will list some of them:

1 KEYOYANG MAJEST¥3,181grt), wood chip carrier,
Hanjin Ship Management, South Korea.

1 CIC PRIDE(87,429¢rt), Cape Shipping of Greece.

1 GIBUNKER 100 (4,292grt), Gibunco, Gibraltar

1 AOLOS (43,398grt), tanker, Aegean Bunkering, Greece

1 VEMABALTIC (58,853grt), crude oil tanker, Queensway
Navigation Company, Greece.

1 VEMAOIL (5,971grt), oil products tanker, Queensway
Navigation Company, Greece.

I GASCHEM ADRIATIC13,879grt) LPG tanker, Harpain
Reederei GMBH, Germany

1 WEST EXPRESS (9,368grt)o-ro Express Shipping,
Denmark. (Ex-Merchant Ferries)

1 STIHIGHLANDER (23,304gt}, tanker, Scorpio Ship
Management, Monaco

1 ENDEAV® (21,207), general cargo, Leros Management,
Greece.

I CHARLOTTE C (9,177grt), general cargo, Carisbrooke
Shipping, UK.

9 There was also a large SovComFlot tanker present- but

as the name was carried in Cyrillic script | have not been

able to positively identify it.

There were many more ships some too far away to identify
and photograph.

BLACK WATCH was all secure at 08:30. After a brief
visit by customs and immigration officers, dressed in
tropical white naval uniform, passengers were cleared
to go ashore.

e

With INDEPENDENCE OF THE SEAS alongside and a

potential for 3,500 passengers to descend on the
quayside it was important to get off as soon as
possible.

| had done my advanced planning for Gibraltar and
had concluded out that the Official Gibraltar Taxi Tour
was the best way to see as much of the rock in as
short a possible time. We only had just over 4 hours
before everyone had to be back on board at 12:45 for
a 13:30 departure. Thus | was disembarking BLACK
WATCH as soon as it was possible to go ashore.

Gibraltar Cruise Terminal whilst resembling just a
typical dockside transit shed on the outside is rather
nice inside. The arrivals area boasts a water feature
resembling the rock. One then passes through into the
public area where the security screening tourist
information a cafe and some gift shops are located.

Immediately outside the local taxi drivers were
promoting the official rock taxi tour. Groups were
quickly made up and despatched in the minibuses. Our
driver Danny was very chatty and informative
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providing with a host of information on the rock as we
headed into town and then up the increasingly narrow
ever steepening roads.

On travelling through Gibraltar one quickly realises
here is an area of land of just 6.84 square kilometres
in area which is home to almost 30,000 people. By
comparison. the island of St. Mary's Isles of Scilly is a
similar size of 6.29 square kilometres but home to
around 2,000 people. Needless to say Gibraltar is very
congested and bustling with traffic everywhere and
parking space at a premium.

Gibraltar is not a place one would go to get away from
it all, but for what it lacks in tranquillity it certainly

makes up for in the number of historical sites and
interesting  architecture, many of the older
constructions being of typical British military
architectural design dating from the late 18th and
early 19th Century.

Unfortunately on disembarking from the ship mist had
drifted in and was providing an intermittent cloak
around the higher parts of the rock.

This mist is apparently a regular meteorological
feature of Gibraltar.

However, by the time we made our first stop at the
vantage point known as the Pillars of Hercules there
were intermittent breaks in the cloud.

The Pillars of Hercules take their name from the
location where the Atlantic Ocean and the
Mediterranean Sea meet. The name refers to the rock
of Gibraltar and the mountains on the north African
coast 21km to the south.

In ancient times ships that sailed out of the
Mediterranean, stopped at the straits and turned back
looking at the Atlantic horizon, thinking they would fall
off the edge, as the earth was thought to be flat at

this time and the pillars of Hercules marked the edge
of the known world.

Whilst at the Pillars of Herculesthe visibility across the
sea was coming and going though the north African
side of the straits would remain invisible though for
the rest of our stay.

There was a good view of the harbour, the immense
size of the INDPENDENCE OF TH SEAS alongside the
BLACK WATCH was readily apparent.

Further out at sea Balearia's JAUME Il could be seen
heading back to Algeciras running almost level with
Acciona Trasmediterranea CUIDAD DE MALAGA
(8,845qrt).

On boarding the taxi after this stop our driver issued
us with tickets for the Rock Nature Reserve. Onwards
and upwards on the single track road to St. Michael's
Cave one of the many limestone caves within the Rock
of Gibraltar. As the taxi driver said, "D on't think of the

rock as a solid, its more like one of those Dutch
cheeses- full of holes!".

The roads on the upper rock were built by the military
and at locations fixed to the rock can be seen large
iron rings these used to enable cannon to be hauled

up.

St. Michael's Caveis quite spectacular. During WWII it
was prepared as an emergency hospital but was not
required.

Today, part of the cave system is used as a theatre
and auditorium for plays and concerts. Though it was
noted that given the drips fro m the roof one might
emerge from a performance quite wet!

Back in the taxi it was onwards and upwards yet again
passing along a narrow ridge with almost sheer drop
on either side.
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The taxi then made a stop at the apes' feeding station
known as the Apes' Den. At this location they are
provided with a balanced diet of regular meals.

However, the apes are not content with this food and
will go marauding down into the tow n. For that reason
the wheelie bins there are kept in metal cages.

The tunnels were constructed on the sheer north side
of the rock overlooking the isthmus connecting the
rock to Spain. Initially the intention was to construct

tunnels to allow cannon to be raised to the north side
of the rock following a suggestion by Sergeant-Major
Ince to the then Governor General Elliot.

The miners building the tunnels had to use gunpowder
for blasting Originally there was no idea of mounting
cannons in these tunnels, but as work progressed the
fumes from the blasting almost suffocated the miners,
thus it was decided to open a vent to let air ventilate
the tunnel. Almost at once it was realised what an
excellent embrasure this would make for a cannon.

The apes will also try and take food from visitors.
Feeding the apes is not recommended as it is against
the law with a maximum fine of £500. There were
plenty of apes around providing excellent
photographical opportunities.

We now started to make our way down hill before
climbing again for a visit to the Siege Tunnels. The
Siege Tunnels were constructed during the American
War of Independence when the Spanish and French
attempted to seize Gibraltar back from the British. The
Great Siege of Gibraltar lasted from July 1779 to
February 1783.

The concealed embrasures permitted a battery of guns
to open fire on the border area. The well protected
embrasures could not come under fire themselves.

Inside the tunnels there is a range of interpretative
displays. Outside the tunnel entrance there is an
excellent view north across the border and a viewing
gallery at a slightly lower level, from which there is a
sheer drop.
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Below to the slightly to the north west of the Great
Siege Tunnel is the Princess Anne's Battery, named
after the eldest daughter of George | I. Guns were first
mounted here in 1732. Various upgrades took place
over the years with the currently installed 5.25" guns
being installed in the mid 1950s. Fully enclosed turret
guns these could engage aircraft and ships with a
range of just over 13 miles. There are proposals to
turn this site into a museum.

After the visit to the Siege Tunnels it was time to head
off down the rock past the Moorish Castle and back
into town. There was an option to return to the ship or
take a walk down Main Street before picking up the
shuttle minibuses (taxis) back to the ship.

| selected the option of a walk down Main Street. This
is a busy traffic free shopping street with many shops
offering high value goods and alcohol tax free.

Visitors should be aware that some of the goods are
not always the bargain they appear to be and may

also in some cases be "last year's models" especially
where electronic goods are concerned. Full marks for
this being pointed out by the shore excursion staff

during the Port Talk held on board on Saturday.

| didn't bother shopping but called in at a small pub
called The Royal Calpe where | had a late "liquid"
breakfast before carrying on to the shuttle pick up
point at the fare end of the street in Casemates
Square. It wasn't quite clear where the pick up was
located and initially 1 found myself in a queue for

another taxi rock tour until | realised and moved to
correct location a hundred yards or so away.

After a short wait for the shuttle bus it was back to the

ship. For those like me who make a note of how port
security operates at various locations it appeared a
33% check was in operation. Interesting when one
compares Gibraltar to the Isle of Man where a 100%
search of foot passengers takes place.

Back on the quayside another of the automatic hand
cleansers had made an appearance though a crewman
stood by with the hand held cleanser for the personal
touch!

Once back on board at 12:30 it was off to the Marquee
Bar on deck 9 for lunch.

A tip for anyone visiting Gibraltar for the first time -
take the taxi tour - the fare worked out at £22 each in
a minibus - max 8 passengers. This includes the
admission to the Rock Nature Reserve. A tour by midi
coach offered by Fred Olsen costs £30 and | found out
later from people who had booked on the organised
tour they did not get to see everything including the
Barbary macaques (rock apes).

Departure from Gibraltar had been scheduled for
13:30 but was slightly ahead of schedule with ropes
off around 13:22.
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At 13:26 as the ship had moved a couple of metres
off the pier a young woman with sh opping bags
appeared on the quayside and engaged in heated
conversation with the rope men.

Radio communications revealed the captain asking if
the lady was one our passengers- she was!

A solution was quickly reached and the errant
passenger was brought on board via a pilot launch
from the adjacent quay .

Passengers were told to be back on board by 12:45 -
everyone else had managed it!

We sailed out of the harbour the INDEPENDENCEDF
THE SEASwas scheduled to depart at 16:00.

Gibraltar is a fascinating place to visit, | certainly want
to go back and see the other historical sites and
museums but | doubt it would be a place most would
want to live apart from Gibraltarians .

Gibraltar's small size and large population gives a
distinct claustrophobic feeling. As the taxi driver said -
everyone knows everyone else's business!

Much of Gibraltar is built in reclaimed land. As we
sailed out further work appeared to be underway
reclaiming more of the harbours water space for more
medium rise flats that appear to dominate the
waterfront.

The pilot disembarked BLACK WATCH on to PV
EUROPA atl13:42.

As BLACK WATCHsailed out some inbound vessels
appeared out of the slight misty glare on the starboard

side. Chemical products tanker TRANS ALINA
(3,441grt) operated by Schulte Hamburg.

BOLUDA LINES

The next vessel to appear was the ro-ro cargo ship
LIDON B (4,177grt) operated by Boluda Lines.

At 13:55 we were overtaken by the fast craft CEUTA
JET (2,273grt), operated by FRS Jet Line on the
Algeciras to Ceuta route. In bound on the port side
was the hopper dredger REEM ISLAND (56,601grt) of
the Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company.

At 14:15 IMTC ATLAS (6,767grt) pased northbound
towards Algeciras. She is the ex GELTING SYD /
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STELLA SCARLETT ofNordisk Feergefart A/S and
Stockholms Rederi AB.

Behind and looking very much as they were in a race
was Comanav's AL MANSOUR (5,781grt) ex STENA
NAUTICA of 1975, which has ako carried the names
HELLAS, REINE ASTRID and MOBY KISS

As BLACK WATCH sailed through the Straits of
Gibraltar we passed Tarifa. In the harbour could just

be seen the Austal built fast craft TANGER JET Il
(6,242grt) (ex SPIRIT OF ONTARIO) she is operated
on the Tarifa - Tangier service by FRS lines.

Passing across our track a mile or so ahead was fast
craft BISSAT (2,869¢grt) of Comarit. She was originally
delivered to the Greek operator Hellenic Seaways by
AUSTAL as HIGHSPEED 2 and later sold to Comarit in
April 2010.

Comarit was until 2008 a Fred Olsen group company.
Olsen heritage is reflected by the same yellow and
white livery carried by the Fred Olsen Lines vessels
trading in the Canary Islands and the Fred Olsen lines
inspired burgee flag logo.

The Comarit ships also continue the Olsen tradition of
starting most ship hames with a "B".

At 15:20 the San Marco Shipping Company's heavy
load carrier STORM (2,934 grt) was passed on the port
side.

Dinner on Tuesday evening had a Tropical feel with
some of the crew donning appropriate Caribbean
costumes.

For some hours there was little of interest to be seen
until the BLACK WATCH passed a medium sized
general cargo ship at 21:00.

The name of this ship was somewhat worn and
appeared to show J SERDIE - but there does not
appear to be a vessel of this name.

After photographing a splendid sunset | retired at
22:00 | when the GPS indicated a location around
38nm south of Albufeira, Portugal.

Day 5 - August 03 - Gibraltar

Weather: Wind force 4; partly cloudy with sunshine.
smooth water in harbour. Air temperature max 25°C /
T7°F.

Distance travelled from La Corufia 703nm

WEDNESDAY - AUGUST 04, 2010

As our next port of call was to be in Portugal the
clocks were switched back at 02:00 by one hour from
Central European Time to British Summer Time.
Portugal as Portugal uses British time.

The BLACK WATCH was due to arrive at Lisbon at
08:30. | was up fairly early to enjoy the sail up the
Tagus and was out on deck at 07:00. Some pre-cruise
research on the Lisbon Port web site had revealed that
also due in Lisbon on this day would be the USS
MOUNT WHITNEY a US Navy Class'Blue Ridge"
command ship. Her arrival being scheduled for the
same time as that of BLACK WATCH.However, there
was no sign of this ship as we sailed into the River
Tagus passing the Bugio Fort and Lighthouse.

Another golden dawn was breaking and the view
forward to the magnificent suspension bridge built by
the American Bridge Company and opened in 1966.

Originally named the 'Salazar Bridge' in honour of then
Portuguese prime-minister / dictator Anténio de
Oliveira Salazar. The collapse of the Estado Novo (New
State) regime six years after Salazar's death in 1968
following a military coup led to the bridge being
renamed the &5 de Abril Bridge'. The date of the
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Carnation Revolution in 1974. The bridge design is
based on the San Francizo to Oakland Bay bridge in
the USA.

As BLACK WATCH passed the Lisbon Port control
building the PV BARRAL SUL sped off to approach the
vessel. The pilot was on the ladder at 07:17 .

At 07:20 BLACK WATCH passed the landmark Bém
(Bethlehem) Tower a Unesco world heritage site. The
limestone tower was built from local lioz limestone in
the 16th Century. The tower has long been associated
with Portuguese Age of Discovery when various
adventurers set sail to discover new lands.

A little further upstream also on the north bank of the

Tagus is the Monument of Discoveries. The monument
was constructed in 1960 to commemorate the 500th
anniversary of the death of Prince Henry the

Navigator.

It represents a three -sailed ship ready to depart, with
sculptures of important historical figures such as King
Manuel | carrying an armillary sphere, poet Camdes
holding verses from The Lusiads Vasco da Gama,
Magellan, Cabral, and several other notable
Portuguese explorers, crusaders, monks,
cartographers, and cosmographers, following Prince
Henry the Navigator at the prow holding a small
vessel. The only female is queen Felipa of Lancaster,
mother of Henry the navigator, the brain of the

discoveries.

BLACK WATCH passed under the25 de Abril Bridge
around 07:35 and began a slow swing to port to come
along side the Gare Maritima de Alcantara A
passenger terminal whose exterior design suggests it
was constructed in the golden age of trans-Atlantic
passenger travel. Internet searches reveal construction
took place between 1940 and 1943.

However, it would appear that the actual terminal
building stands somewhat further inland than when
originally built and there is a walk of around 200
metres from quayside to building. The line of the old
quay wall is, however, clearly visible.

On the south bank of the
River Tagus close to the
impressive suspension
bridge and opposite the
terminal is the imposing
Christo Rei (Christ The
King) Statue. Inspired by
Christ The Redeemer
Statue in Rio De Janeiro it
was completed in 1959
and is now a national
monument.

On the nearby container
berth just to the east was
the general cargo vessel
CORVO (7,064grt) of
Acoreana Maritimos of the
Azores. Astern of her was
the German container ship
NORDCLOUD of Klaus E.
Oldendorff.
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BLACK WATCH was all secure at 08:04. A quick visit by
customs and immigration and passengers were cleared
to go ashore at 08:10.

My interest in trams had led me to the conclusion that
the "must do's" during this visit was to take a trip on

the Tourist Tour Tramcar service which follows the
famous hills route 28 and to visit the Carris Museum
located near the sea terminal,

Information on the Carris web site, Carris is the local
tramway and bus operator, indicated that the tour
trams depart from the Praca de Comerco (Commerce
Square). However, would the shuttle buses go to that
location?

I had enquired at the BLACK WATCH reception desk
the previous afternoon. The women on the desk at the
time looked up the drop off p oint and marked it on the
street map passengers had been provided with. The
location marked was Borratem at least 1km away from
the Praca de Comerco. This wasdespite the fact that
the street map suggested that the square was the
drop off point.

Delivery of the ship's "Daily Times" newsletter later on

Tuesday evening suggested that the Rua Do Comerco
would be the drop off point, this is a short distance
from the square where the tram tour commences.

Before going on deck on Wednesday morning | went
back to the desk. The person on duty suggested that
Rua do Comerco might be correct, but sometimes the
other drop off point was used as many passengers
wanted to go to the shops and that was nearer!

Great - | had to make a decision! Should | take a

chance on the shuttle bus ticket (price £5) or splash

out on a taxi? Prudence prevailed and | bought the

shuttle bus ticket. As it turned out the shuttle bus did
indeed drop passengers off in the Rua Do Comerco. So

| was therefore in the
square at 09:55
buying my ticket for
the tram tour.

The tickets for the
tour tram c o s t
This is considerably
more than the fare for
the scheduled
tramcars which
operate route 28.
However, the tour
trams are fitted with a
multi language audio

commentary  system
accessed by
headphones and

because of the higher

uals.

fares appear to be much more lightly loaded which is
advantageous.

The driver spoke excellent English and demonstrated
how to open the windows, which open in a slightly
unusual manner pushing upwards and locking, rather
than dropping down.

This provides for excellent ventilation on a hot day as
well space for unrestricted photography.

The circular tram tour around Lisbon commenced at
10:00 and concluded on time at 11:20.

The tourist tramcars are distinguished from the regular
service cars by carrying a red and white rather than
yellow and white livery.

The gradients tackled by the narrow gauge trams are
quite impressive as are the narrow and twisting streets
which in some locations only permit single line
operation.

00
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